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RESOLUTION 


/ 


 EleQors, andthe Pritices of the Empire 


February the 11th, 168g: 
CONTAINING ON 


The REASONS. of their: Decharing tp 
"999" FRANCE, &c, | 


1224, H E Hoſtile Inyaſions of Fraxce ap- 
4 on the Empire, : as alſo; thoſe, Mat 
FEY. . ters which concern the other Con- 
8. traventions, and particularly the 
two Decrees of the Imperisl-Comp 
oe miſſion about the ſame thing, 
GR which were dated November the 
© 1/: and 13th, 1688. and after- 
THY wards, the Memorials of the. Cir- 
ces and States which are-Op ppreſied, _ having been duly de- 
bated in the two Upper Colleges, by which , as-well as 
other ways, it has appeared, That it is now ſufficiently 
evident, how little the French have hitherto kept, not 
only the Truce which was concluded Avg, 5+ 1688; not 
withſtanding all thoſe Requelts and: Reman ranges which 
were then made; but that they bave aQually. broke: itz 
2nd have by force ſeized upon ole place after another in 
the Empire, , and have withqut- leave! built Fortifications 
pou the Gtound which unqueſtionably belonged to the 
S Aa | Empire 5 


2 T he Reſolution of the Eleftors, and 


Empire 3 and caſt Bridges over the Rhine, deſtroy'd Fo- 
reſts, have appropriatedrwholeg' Countreys to themſclves 
by force, under colour of R_ Re ons, againſt 
the 1 prefyons ot heEiInlfFugic ts' of E te be- 
ef! / bu vo andthe King * "Sweden ,” and, be- 
tween the Emperour. and. the_King of France : $. Cum 
etiam, &c. and the Bi Article of the Truce. They 
have alſo andcmonk, as well. 19 thel(d.which.hey'call the 
reahtttd Count tht "as I ket, me 'they ha oF Bs [ 
ſed, to eſtabl:i(le Reforma ions againſt all Right, as well 
in Eccleſiaſtical, as in Political Matters, to the great charge 
both of them, and of their States; ard beſides, to the 
prejpdice of;a} their Spiritual and Temporal Rights, 'and 
of the Treatics, of i\Peage jof \Weſiphalia and Nzmegher, 
which were To dearly gotten, and ratify'd, and alſo of 
the above- mentigned Truce,. beſides fo mary Roz al Pro- 
miſes fo often repeated. Yet however, beſides all theſe, 
and' ſeveral other barbarous Hoſtilicies, they have broken 
the Peace, and ſet'upon' the ſacred Empire of the ſudden, 
raviſhed the' Tmperial Fortreſs of Phil.p:byrgh from the 
Emperor and the Empire, invaded the Territories, Towns, 
and Forts of the Ele&tor Palatine, and the EleQors of 
Triers and' Ments, with the Neighbouring Prircipalities ; 
entred upon the States of the Empire on both ſides of the 
Rhine, have put the Circles of Frankenland, Schwahen, 
and; the Upper Rhize under Contribution plundered, 
burnt 'and. ſpoiled every thing; and have committed in 
thoſe Countreys' other Scandalous Abuſes, and have pro- 
ceeded by horrible methods ; deſtroyed the [Imperial Cham. 
ber, by taking away the Money which was appointed for 
the Sallary'of the'Officers, and even that which belang'd 
to the Poor 7 and laſtly, by carrying away-with them the 
Records of the Chamber. Befides all this, They have, 
againſt the canonical and lawful Election of his Fieqoral 

2 oO! LEO | _*_ Highneſs 
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the Princes of the Empire.- 2 
Highneſs 'of Cologne, which was confirmed by the Holy 
See, arrogated to themſelves a power of intruding the 
Cardinal of Furſtembiirgh by force into the EleQorſhip, 
and 'they' have filled the Eleftorate, the Datchies, and 
neighbouring Countrezs with Troops ; -and they have 
exacted, and ſtill demand from theſe Countreys exorbi- 
tant Contributions, threatning them with Fire and Sword, 
by Military! Executions , to the abſolute defolation cf 
thoſe Countreys. They have alſo arceſted ard ſctzed up- 
on the innocent Vaſſals of the Empire, ard they fill con- 
tioue on all hands to proceed againſt the poor Subjetts of 
the Empire, .in: a deplorable. and unchriſtian manner, fo 
that they have left nothing undone which might contri» 
bute to the total deſtruftion of the Eaſtates which are 
faithful to the Empire, and to the overthrowing of their 
Libertics.. For which Reaſcns it has been thought fir, 
That in the firſt-place, his Imperial Majeſty ſhould have 
their moſt-humble thanks for his Imperial and Paternal 
Care, which he has ſhown with reſpe& to the danger in 
which the Empire is at preſent, and for his endeavours 
to preſerve it from that bondage which is threatned from 
France, by ſending for its proteQtion and defence ſeveral 
Regiments'of Horſe and Foot, befides other Evidences of 
his concern 5; ke having particularly afſured the Empire, 
That al. hough,contrary to the common Opinion, he could 
not conclude a Peace with the Ottowzan Port, yet he 
would ſend however more than 3coo00 men for the de- 
fence of the Empire, and therefore he ſhall be humbly 
deſired to continue in'the ſ2me Opinicn, and to give the 
ſame powerful aſſiſtance, and his further proteQion to the 
opprefied Eſtates of the Empire.” In purſuit whereof, it 
1s concluded, That this commendable Intention of His 
Imperial Majeſty in this preſent Rupture, ſhall be ſecond- 
ed vigorouſly by the Empire : And therefore, —— the 
q rown 


'4 The Reſolation of the RleBlors, and 
Crown of France hath. by its innumerable Contraventiots 
and Infractions ( as well in Eccleſiaſtical 'as: in- Political 
Matters) of the Truce made- therewith; which was ſo fa- 
cred]y promiſed to- be obſerved 3 And becauſe the Trea- 
ties of Munſter, Oſnabrugh, and Nimmeghen, have now 
lately by the hoſtile Invaſions into the Empire, without 
giving them the leaſt juſt occaſion, and by ſo many more 
than, unchriſtian Hoſtilities been broken, ſo that” they 
have incurred both rightfully and aQually the penalties 
of breaking the Peace, according tothe expreſs words of 
the Inſtrument of Peace which was made between the Em- 
peror and the Crown of Frauxce. 4 qui vero, S. 113. and 
forfeired all the benefits and advantages which might have 
accrued to thers by the ſaid Treaty ; ſo that they declare 
themſelves Enemies of the Empire, and therefore they,and 
"thoſe who aſliſt their Confederates, ſhall be now formally 
declared to be ſuch; and the War to which the Empire 
is foxced at preſent, ſhall be held a common War of the 
Empire, and ſhall be here publiſhed : and over and above 
all this, rejeQing all thoſe Reports which: are malicioully 
invented to divide Mens minds, and to diſtrat them by 
falſe impreſſions, as if there was any danger \in our Relj- 
gion; theſe things ſhall be all-prevented, by a cordial, 
vigorous, ready, and indifſoluble Union amongſ(t thoſe 
Forces which God has permitted to join, according to the 
laudable Example of the EleQors , Princes and States 5 
who ia their faithful Intention, Zeal and Love for the 
* common Cauſe, (until there can be a greater concurrence 
of, the Empire. in Arms)? have already begun the defence 


of theis Countrey, net without good: ſucceſs, and fiopt 


the violence of the Enemy , and hindred: their further 
progreſs into the Circles 3 that ſo they might regatn what 
has been already taken from them, and endeavour to 
comfort thoſe oppreſfed” States, and: reſtore all =—_ 

T2 things 
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.., the Princes of the Empire. 5 
things which have been altered, : as well in Eccleſtaſtical as . 
in Political Matters, and put all things again into their 

former conditiop, -according to the fundamenta] Confti- 

tutions and Treaties of Peace, and oblige their Enemies 

to refund, and give ſatisfaQion for the harm which they 

have done, as alſo to give real ſecurity for the future. 

And to carry on this Deſign the better, No neutrality 

ypon any pretence whatever, nor any correſpondence 

with France, or any of his Miniſters or Adherents, ſhalt 
be allow'd or tolerated. But all States ſhall be obliged 

to take up Arms againſt Frexce; fo that thoſe States 

which. by Neutrality, or by any other way; would dray - 
themſelves off the common Aſliſtance, or would aflift-. 
the Enemies of the Empire:with Men, Horſes, Ammuni- 
tion or Proviſions, or by any-other way- which can be 
found out, ſhall for that Reaſon be [looked upon as 
Common Enemies to the whole Empire, until they ſhalt 
have acquitted themſelves of their Duty, and have. re- 
conciled themſclves in right nianner : $0 that all thefe 
Forreign Powers, which either under colour of afliſtmg-. 
the. Crown of France, or upon any other pretence- or 

ſhadow whatever, to make a diverſion, ſhall ſet upon any. 
Member or Ally of the Empire in a Hoſtile manner, ' ſhalt 
be Iooked upon as: equal Enemies with France it felf: 
It has alſo been thought convenient:to exhort the Princes 
and Republicks of Healy, and. particularly to admoniſh' 
thoſe who hold.any thing in fee- of *the Empire, upor-- 
pain of loſs of their Fees, not to malke*any advances-of' 
Money, Soldicrs,' or any thing elſe direaly or 1ndirety 
for the Crown of |Fravce,. but rather for the Empire 3* fo: 
that it ſhall be left to. the diſpoſal of His Imperial Mz: 
xſty, to write in the name of himſelf; and of the Em- 
pire,, not only to thoſe above-mentioned, but alſo to; - 
i her . Foreign) Crowns, Patentates , aridReptiblicky ; 
particu-: - 


6 The Reſolution of the Blefors," and 

particularly,to the Republick of Switzerland, 'to'exhort 
them to keep up a good. undetſtanding'as good Neigh- 
bours, that fo tlicir Afſittance may be withdrawn from 


the Crown of France, which hzs broke the Peace, and | 


may rather be employ'd for the Service of the Empire 
as allo to difjuace both the :one and the other, who-may 
have fivilter Intentions towards the Empire. -'And! afters 
wards, That His. Imperial Majeſty be defired with" all 
humility, to endeavour to conclude a fure: and honoura- 
ble Peace with the Tarks, (the hereditary Enemy of the 
Chriltian Name, who: is. at preſent ſo-' much; weakned 
through the Grace of ;Goa, by [the victorious 'Arms of 
His Imperial Majelty-)- that ſo they may the'betrer begin 
and carry on the War by the united Forces '-of the 
Emperor, El:Qors, Princes and States of the Empire ; 
and that by the Divine Afliſtance they may entirely pre- 
ſerve the Liberty of Germany from thoſe Oppreflions 
with which it is at preſent threatned ; being firmly per- 
ſuaded that. the Juſt God will protet His 1mperial Ma- 
zeſty, and the .Empire, againſt thoſe Invaſions and In- 
frafions that have been made by the Crown of France, 
which has forgot all Faith in Publick Treaties; and that 
he will fuggeſt ſuch Counſel and Afiſtance -as may 'con- 
found the Enemies of the Empire: : Laſt of all, -It will be 
very necc{l:ry,.,the ſooner the: better, ' to-come to'a com» 
mon Agreement, in what manner the Levies which ſhall 
be raiſcd to carry oa the War againſt France, ſhall be 
diſpoſed 3 And. alio they-{hall:not omit to propole- to His 
Imperial Majeſty with all, poſſible humility, how far the 
Avocatoria;s, already ; publiſhed, can: \be extendee',* by 
threatning of more; rigorous: Penalties ; ard particularly 
(according to that commendable Edi” made in'the King- 
doms and hereditary Countreys of His Imperial Majeh 
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the Princes of the Empire. 7 


'be abſolutely probibited throughout the Empire, as all 


other Contraband Goods 3. and that the Courts of Ju- 
ſtiee, and of the Cuſtoms, ſhall be ſtrictly commanded ta 
uſe all poflible care and inſpeRion, to hinder their im- 
portation into the Empire 'upon any other pretences 3 
And that all Paſſes be forbidden through the Neighbour- 
ing and Neutral Countreys. And that fixt and conve- 
nient Edits and Orders be iſſued forth againſt all French- 
zen who (hall be found in one place or other, upon any 
manner of pretence whatever, and againſt all other Spies 
and Traytors who ſhall contravene the Awocatoria's, that 
ſo they way be exemplarily chaſtiſed and executed 5 and 
that Procelles may. be made againſt them, by the Fiſcalls, 
and otherwiſe, according to the Conſtitutions of the 
Empire. 


Dated at Ratisbon. 
Feb. 12. 168g, 


The Emperor's Anſwer. 


WT HE moſt Serene Prince and Lord, Herman Mar- 
quiſi of Baden and Hochberg, &c. Chief Coo: 
w#iſſzoner and Plenipotentiary of. his Imperial Myjeſt at this 
preſent Niet, has ſent to his [mperial Majeſty, the humble 
Senſe. of the Empire, which was preſented to his moſt Serene 
Highneſs, concerning the. unexp«@ed Breach of the Peace 
from France; iv which. his Imperial Mijefty has found, to 


Princes , and States of the Empire 3. and on..that . part, 
their .Conncelorr, Ambaſſadors and Envoy, have examined 
B its 


particularly thoſe of Italy and Switzerland, and reciprocal- | 
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g The Emperor's: Anſwer.” 
this Important Affair, and how commendably they have ſhawn 
their Love, Care and Zeal for their Conntrey, and for thoſe 
receſſary things wherein they have given their Advice :- But 
a to the particulyr Matters therein contained, they have in 
the firſt place fourd it juſt, that ſince the Court of France, 
by their unjuſt Irvaſion of the Empire, and their Hoſtilities 
committed there in ſo various, aud ſo aftoniſtirg a minner, 
have ſhown themſe!yes to be the Enemies of the Fm pire, they 
ought to be-ſo keld, and formally declared to be ſuch : and 
therefore His Imperial Majeſty agrees to it ſo mnt the rather, 
becauſe it is notorious, that this Crown has not owly for ſe- 
veral zears laſt paſt ſupported the Rebels in Hungary, and 
with Money, -and all other ſorts of helps ; but that they 
have alſo raiſed up the Hereditary Enemies. of the Chriſtian 
Name againſt His /mperial Majeſty, and the Empire : And 
further ( as we have been lately informed out of Turky, in 
uch a manner as that we can for certain rely upon it) that 
they fill offer effeFually to make an off: nſive Alliance with 
ihe Ottoman Port, to continue along with them the War 
Jointly, (which they begun fir their own advantage ) ſo as 
wot to make Peace without them : for which Reaſons this 
Crown has nut. only deſerved. to be locked upon as the Enemies 
of the Empire, bat alſo to be no leſs declayed the publick | 
Enemies of Chriſtendom, than it was by the un1r imyns Reſo- 
lition'bf the Empire declared ſo at Spires in the year 1544. 
His Imperial Majeſty does alſo confirm their Reſolutions, as 
well in this, as in all the other Points and Clauſes, by which 
the Empire bolds the Crown. of France, and: its Confede- 
rates, and thoſe who aſſiſt its Confederates, to be Ene- 
mics of the Empire 3 and: he will make Proviſion that | 
all' thafe Ediis which they have ſo humbly dehred for 
the good of the Empire, ſhall be preſerved ; and he. will 
intercede with Foreign Princes, Potentates and Republiques, | 
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The Emperor's Anſwer. r 
lh impart their Reſolutions to the States of the Empires 
and he nill omit nothing on his part, which may at any 
time contribute to the Defence and Advantage of ite Em- 
pire, And laſt of all, becauſe his Imperial Majeſly #s of 
the ſame Opinion with the BleGFors, Princes and States, 
That it would be wery receſſ:iry to come to one common 
Agreement, to begin and carry on the War ; therefore his 
Imperial Majeſly will exp@ the moſt humble Opinions of 
their Councellors, Ambaſſadors and Enveys in theſe things x 
4 alſo in all thoſ2 other Poirts which were left 19 a furthey 
Debate : that is to ſay, how fir the Avocatoria's which are 
already iſſued out, can be extended, and made wore rigt- 
rows 3 and how the Prohibiticn «of all French Commodities 
and MarnufaGures -to be Imported into the Empire, can be 
eftab'iſhed and cbſ.rued 5, in all which things bis mo? Se- 
rene Highneſs, the Principal Commiſſioner of kis Imperial 
Majefly, ſhall be always ready to aſſure them of all the friends 
ſhip and god will pr{ſible from his Imperial 14. jeſty. 


Signed at Ratigbon,. 
March 4 168g. 
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